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St. Joseph, husband of 
Mary and foster father 
of Jesus.

Pope Francis has 
proclaimed a special “Year 
of St. Joseph” until 8th 
December 2021.

Pope Francis describes St. 
Joseph as an excellent 
example of a tender and 
loving father.



What do we know about St. Joseph?

◦ St Joseph was born in Jerusalem and it is believed he died in Nazareth before Jesus began his 
ministry. 

◦ An Angel appeared to Joseph in a dream and told him not to be afraid but he should take Mary as 
his wife even though she was expecting a baby. Joseph showed great trust in God.

◦ Later an Angel appeared again to Joseph and told him to take Mary and the infant Jesus to Egypt 
because Herod was searching for the child. Again, Joseph placed his trust in God and left his 
friends, family and the country he knew to seek safety in Egypt.

◦ Sometime later, Joseph once again obeyed God by returning to the region of Galilee and settled in a 
town called Nazareth.

◦ While Jesus was growing up in Nazareth, Joseph with Mary, taught Jesus the difference between 
right and wrong and how to trust, love and obey God. 

◦ From the early chapters of the Gospels of Matthew and Luke we learn that Joseph was a carpenter 
and an excellent husband and father. He was a just and religious man.

◦ Joseph accepted without question the job he was given to do which was to take great care of Mary 
and his foster son Jesus, the son of God. 

◦ St. Joseph is a model of faith and trust in God. We should try our best to follow his example.

◦ St. Joseph has two feast days: 19th March Feast of St. Joseph and 1st May St. Joseph the worker

◦ He is the patron saint of fathers, expectant mothers, workers, travellers and immigrants.



St. Joseph was a hard 
working father who showed 
courage and obedience to 
God. He followed God’s 
word when the angel 
Gabriel told him to take 
Mary as his wife. He 
showed obedience and 
courage when in a dream he 
was told to leave his family 
and friends and everything 
he knew to take his family 
to Egypt.

From St. Joseph, Jesus 
learned about the tender 
love of God. He taught his 
son to do the will of his 
heavenly Father.



Pope Francis encourages us 
to pray this prayer 
to St. Joseph:

Hail, Guardian of the 
Redeemer,

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.

To you God entrusted his only 
Son; in you Mary placed her 
trust; with you Christ became 
man.

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father and 
guide us in the path of life.

Obtain for us grace, mercy, 
and courage, and defend us 
from every evil. Amen.



A prayer to
St. Joseph

St. Joseph,
watch over me
and care for me
just as you cared for
the child Jesus;
and by your help,
may I come to know
your Son,
and so grow
in strength
and wisdom
and the favour of God.
Amen.


