
St Thomas Becket Catholic Primary School 

Early Years Foundation Stage Policy 

 

Please note: This policy is subject to change depending on 

the guidelines from the Government regarding COVID-19. 
 

 

Aim 

To provide a safe, caring and secure environment, in the spirit of the school Mission 

Statement, that aids the transition from home to school and encourages the growth of 

independence, confidence, cooperation and learning. 

 

“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and support to their full potential. A 

child’s experience in the early years has a major impact on their future life chances. A 

secure safe and happy childhood is important in its own right, and it provides the foundation 

for children to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up. When parents 

choose to use early years services they want to know the provision will keep their children 

safe and help them to thrive. The Early Years Foundation Stage is the framework that 

provides that assurance.” 

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of the 

reception year.  

 

Induction to Reception  

At St Thomas Becket Catholic Primary School, all children join us, part time, at the 

beginning of the school year in which they are five for a short induction period, usually 1 

week. They begin attending school full time after this induction period. 

 

The aims of this induction period is to:  

• allow the children to adjust and feel secure in their new environment 

• allow the practitioners to get to know the children individually and establish good 

relationships 

• allow the reception teacher to begin to carry out initial baseline assessments  

 

Staffing and Organisation 

We have two reception classes that admit up to 30 children per class. Each class has a class 

teacher and Nursery Nurse. The unit is based in two rooms, with a shared outdoor area. 

There are doors leading to our outdoor provision from each classroom. Children have access 

to outdoors throughout the whole day, during child initiated learning time. There is also a 

small shared indoor area. The children have access to the school computing suite and library. 

 

Behaviour expectations 

We want the children in our school to develop the skills that will help them to achieve and 

become successful, independent and lifelong learners. We can achieve this aim when we work 

as a team; children, parents and staff, to create the best conditions and environment for 

learning.  

We believe that good behaviour has a positive effect on progress and learning.  

We believe that children who are treated with respect will learn how to offer that respect 

to others.  



We believe that we all, staff and parents/ carers, have a responsibility to help children 

achieve a high level of positive behaviour and that best results come from working together 

with regular communication between home and school.  

 

All children in Reception are expected to follow the 10 School Rules, as set out in the 

School Behaviour Policy. Children are introduced to the school rules from the time they 

enter Reception. Through direct teaching and adult modelling the children are given the 

language and experiences to understand what these rules mean and what they look like in 

practice. 

 

It is essential that there is consistency in dealing with behaviour throughout the Foundation 

Stage and that this links with the methods used in the rest of the school.  

Parental support is of crucial importance so parents/carers are made aware of the school's 

approach to promoting positive behaviour from the time their children enter school. 

 

Through both the hidden and taught curriculum we foster a sense of community and caring 

for each other. In daily life, good manners and thoughtfulness are encouraged and children 

are praised for demonstrating these qualities.  

 

High but realistic standards of behaviour and positive attitudes are required of all children 

and adults. Staff work closely together to ensure that expectations are made clear to all 

children. 

This is done in a number of ways:  

• Consistently noticing and praising positive behaviour 

• Staff playing alongside children and modelling good behaviour   

• Demonstrating expected behaviour in all areas of the Foundation Stage 

• The children are taught to recognise good behaviour in each other and are given 

opportunities to care for and help each other e.g. through their role as special 

helper  

• Teaching routines for certain activities (e.g. story time, snack times, tidying up, 

getting ready to go outside)  

• Praising children in close proximity to those behaving inappropriately in order to 

reinforce appropriate behaviour and manage low level inappropriate behaviour  

• Having a quiet word with the child 

• Use of appropriate stories and role play to reinforce good behavior models 

• Reminders of the school rules and why we have them 

• Prompting children to follow expectations and gradually reducing prompts 

• Acting out difficult situations and posing questions to enable the children to decide 

the appropriate way to behave   

• Giving children suggestions as to how they may react to others or to certain issues  

 

Staff responses to children are positive whenever possible. Our aim is to catch the child 

doing good things and to notice and reinforce positive behaviour. In the Foundation Stage 

reinforcement and rewards are most effective when they are immediate.     

See School Behaviour Policy 

 

Teaching and Learning in the EYFS 

The EYFS is based upon four key principles: 

A Unique Child  

Positive Relationships 

Enabling Environments  



Learning and Development 

 

A Unique Child 

At St Thomas Becket School we recognise that every child is a competent learner who can 

be resilient, capable, confident and self assured. We recognise that children develop in 

individual ways, at varying rates. Children’s attitudes and dispositions to learning are 

influenced by feedback from others; we use praise and encouragement, as well as 

celebration/ sharing assemblies and rewards, to encourage children to develop a positive 

attitude to learning. 

 

Inclusion 

We believe that all our children matter. We give our children every opportunity to achieve 

their best. We do this by taking account of our children’s range of life experiences when we 

are planning for their learning. 

At the Foundation Stage we set realistic and challenging expectations keyed to the needs of 

our children, so that most achieve the Early Learning Goals by the end of the stage. Some 

children progress beyond this point. We help them do this by planning to meet the needs of 

both boys and girls, of children with special educational needs, of children who are more 

able, of children with disabilities, of children from all social and cultural backgrounds, of 

children from different ethnic groups, and of those from diverse linguistic backgrounds. 

 

We meet the needs of all our children through: 

• planning opportunities that build on and extend the children’s knowledge, experience 

and interests, and develop their self-esteem and confidence; 

• using a variety of teaching strategies that are based on children’s learning needs; 

• providing a wide range of opportunities to motivate and support children, and to help 

them to learn effectively; 

• offering a safe and supportive learning environment, in which the contribution of all 

children is valued; 

• employing resources that reflect diversity, and that avoid discrimination and 

stereotyping; 

• planning challenging activities for children whose ability and understanding are in 

advance of their language and communication skills; 

• monitoring children’s progress, and providing support (such as speech therapy) as 

necessary; 

• providing targeted intervention at the earliest opportunity 

 

Safeguarding and Health and Safety 

It is important to us that all children in the school are ‘safe’. We aim to educate children on 

boundaries, rules and limits and to help them understand how to keep safe. We provide 

children with choices to help them develop this important life skill. Children should be 

allowed to take risks, but need to be taught how to recognise and avoid hazards.  

Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual needs are 

met and when they have positive relationships with the adults caring for them. The EYFS at 

St Thomas Becket operate safeguarding and heath and safety procedures in line with the 

whole school policies for these areas. 

See: 

Health and safety policy 

Intimate Care policy 

Safeguarding Policy 

 



Positive Relationships 

At St Thomas Becket Primary School we recognise that children learn to be strong and 

independent from experiencing secure relationships. We aim to develop caring, respectful, 

professional relationships with the children and their families.  

 

 

Parents as Partners 

We recognise that parents are children’s first and most enduring educators and we value 

the contribution they make. All staff involved with the Reception classes aim to develop 

good relationships with all children, interacting positively with them and taking time to 

listen to them.  

We recognise the role that parents have played, and their future role, in educating their 

children. We do this through: 

• talking to parents about their child before their child starts in our school; 

• the teacher visits all children in their home setting prior to their starting school; 

• the children have the opportunity to spend time with their teacher during the half 

term before they start school by visiting their new class for a play session before; 

• inviting all parents to an induction meeting during the summer term before their 

child starts school; 

• regular parent workshops throughout the year; 

• encouraging parents to talk to the child’s teacher if there are any concerns;  

• formal meetings for parents each term at which the teacher and the parents 

discuss the child’s progress; 

• within the final term of the EYFS, we provide to parents a written report with 

assessments made against the Early Learning Goals  

• arranging a range of activities throughout the year that encourage collaboration 

between child, school and parents: school trips, class assemblies, sports day, theme 

days etc; 

 

Enabling Environments 

 

The Reception learning area is organised to allow children to explore and learn securely and 

safely. There are areas where the children can be active, be quiet and rest. The classroom 

is set up in learning areas, where children are able to find and located equipment and 

resources independently. The Reception classes have their own enclosed outdoor area. This 

has a positive effect on the children’s development. Being outdoors offers opportunities for 

doing things in different ways and on different scales than when indoors. It offers the 

children opportunities to explore, use their senses and be physically active and exuberant.  

We plan activities and resources for the children to access outdoors that help the children 

to develop in all 6 areas of learning. 

 

Investigative Play 

Investigation areas will encourage children to explore, observe, problem solve, predict, think 

critically, make decisions and discuss. A design and making area will include a variety of 

equipment and tools for constructing. Sand and water trays will provide opportunities to 

investigate wet and dry sand and water. A nature table/area containing natural resources 

will encourage the children to feel, see, smell, hear and touch a variety of objects and living 

things. 

 

Mathematical play 



A mathematical investigation area will give children independent access to materials which 

they can use to investigate, repeat and revisit mathematical ideas, for example a shapes 

tray where the children can sort shapes according to their properties i.e. number of sides, 

corners etc.  

 

 

 

 

Language and Literacy play 

Independent writing areas will contain a variety of resources, which allow children to 

explore mark making independently. Quiet reading areas, one in each room and one outside, 

will encourage the children to explore, revisit and retell a variety of stories. 

 

Creative Play 

Indoor and outdoor creative areas will provide a range of equipment and materials and a 

large space where the children can explore a range of art and craft materials, instruments 

and dance equipment so that the children can explore their ideas and feeling in a variety of 

ways. For role play the children will have a role play area in each class which will change on a 

regular basis, as well as the outdoor area with its castle, house, climbing frame and large 

construction kits. Small world and puppet play will also be available. Children will learn to 

play individually and cooperatively, to express feelings, to use language, to develop literacy 

and numeracy skills, and to make sense of their world. 

 

Information Communication 

The children will have access to the school’s computer suite for at least one session per 

week. However within the classroom the children will be given opportunities to use 

computers and programmable toys to support their learning in all six areas. 

 

Learning and Development 

At St Thomas Becket Primary School we recognise that children learn and develop in 

different ways and at different rates. We value all areas of learning and development 

equally and understand that they are inter connected.  

We support children’s learning through planned play activities, and decide when child-

initiated or adult-led play activities would provide the most effective learning opportunities. 

We believe that it is important for adults to support children’s learning through play, by 

getting involved in the play themselves and by modeling learning behaviours. 

 

“Children’s play reflects their wide ranging and varied interests and preoccupations. In their 

play children learn at their highest level. Play with peers is important for children’s 

development.” 

The early learning goals and the educational programmes are set out in the “Statutory 

Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage” document (DFE, 20012).  

The seven areas of learning and development are: 

  

Prime:  

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)  

• Communication and Language (CL)  

• Physical Development (PD)  

 

Specific:  

• Mathematics (M) 



• Literacy  

• Understanding of the World (UW)  

• Express Arts and Design (EAD)  

 

At St Thomas Becket we believe that once the children are secure in the Prime areas of 

learning they will be prepared to access the specific areas. However, all areas are important 

to ensure the development of the ‘whole child’.  

We aim to deliver all the areas through planned, purposeful play, with a balance of adult-led 

and child-initiated activities.  

 

Observation, Assessment and Planning  

Good planning is the key to making children’s learning effective, exciting, varied and 

progressive. Effective learning builds on and extends what children know and can already do. 

Our planning shows how the principles of the EYFS are put into practice and is always 

informed by observations we have made of the children, in order to understand and consider 

their current interests, development and learning needs. All practitioners who work in the 

Foundation Stage are involved in making observations of the children’s new learning.  

The planning within the EYFS is based around the children’s development needs. These plans 

are used by the EYFS team as a guide for weekly planning; however they may alter these in 

response to the needs (achievements and interests) of the children.   We make regular 

assessments of children’s learning and we use this information to ensure that future 

planning reflects identified needs.  

The children are assessed in all areas of the curriculum on starting school, during the first 

half term. Ongoing assessment in the EYFS takes the form of recorded observations 

(written or photographed) as well as teacher’s professional’s judgement.  

These observations are used to inform the end of Foundation Stage assessment against the 

Early Learning Goals and the Characteristics of effective learning. (DfE, 2014) 
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