
Year 3 Reading Curriculum 

WORD READING 

apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology 

and morphology) as listed in English Appendix 1, both to read aloud and to understand 
the meaning of new words they meet 

read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling 

and sound, and where these occur in the word  

COMPREHENSION:
develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: 
listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks 
reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 
using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read 
increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these 

orally 
identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books  
preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and 

action 
discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination 
recognising some different forms of poetry 

[for example, free verse, narrative poetry] 
understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by: 
checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context 
asking questions to improve their understanding of a text 
drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences

with evidence 
predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 
identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these 
identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning 
retrieve and record information from non-fiction participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those 

they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING:     Pupils should be taught to:
• listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
• ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
• use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
• articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
• give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, 

including for expressing feelings
• maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic 

and initiating and responding to comments
• use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, 

imagining and exploring ideas
• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
• participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and 

debates
• gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
• consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of 

others
• select and use appropriate registers for effective communication.

HOOK BOOKS 
AUTUMN TERM: SPRING TERM: SUMMER TERM:

• Stone Bone Girl – Mary Anning
• Volcanoes and Earthquakes by Gina 

Nuttal
• Kingfisher Young Knowledge Fossils

• Ug boy Genius of the Stone Age
• One Small Blue Bead
• Usborne, Prehistoric Britain
• The secrets of Stone Henge (English 

Heritage)

• Egyptian Cinderella Search for 
the tomb of Osiris.

• There’s a pharaoh in my bath
• Diary of Howard Carter
• Usborne see inside ancient Egypt

• The Magic Paintbrush
• What makes a Magnet?

• Fiction: 
• Tinderbox
• Just So Stories
•

• Non Fiction:
• Spain Information


